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Dr. Melvin Fregly, 1925-1996

 Founding Faculty member, 1956, UF College 

of Medicine 

 Member, Department of Physiology, 1956-

1996

 Named Acting Chair of the Department of 

Physiology, 1964-1965

 Assistant Dean for Graduate Education, 

College of Medicine, 1967-1971

 Named Graduate Research Professor, 1979



Melvin J. Fregly Papers 

and Fund

Donor Intent for Fund: “Will be used for acquisitions and to 

support the biomedical collections in the Libraries, including the 

processing as a first priority of the Melvin J. and Marilyn S. 

Fregly Collection. It will also be used to promote education 

among students, faculty, scholars, and working professionals.”



Purpose and goals of the Symposium

 Topic: Promote new view of significant health concern- address social, cultural, and scientific 
issues raised by mosquito-borne illness, a subject that is vitally important to public health in the 
United States and Latin America.

 Highly interdisciplinary: bring together experts in different fields to describe how each discipline 
addresses these problems, and promote discussion among participants as to how interdisciplinary 
collaboration can enhance the development of innovative solutions.

 Promote outreach, collaborative transformation, and connection: across campus units and in the 
community.

 Support broad library and archive functions: raise awareness of research, and promote awareness 
of library skills held by curators, liaisons, and archivists.

 Increase profile of and use of library materials: showcase science-based collections in the 
Smathers libraries, particularly the Fregly Collection.



Institutional and Community Partners



Symposium Speakers

 Dr. Gordon Patterson, Professor, School of Arts and Communication, Florida Institute of 
Technology

 Dr. Chelsea T. Smartt, Associate Professor, Department of Entomology and Nematology, Florida 
Medical Entomology Laboratory, University of Florida

 Dr. Phil Lounibos, Distinguished Professor Emeritus, Florida Medical Entomology Laboratory, 
University of Florida

 Capt. Jeffrey D. Stancil, liaison officer to the United States Department of Agriculture’s Center for 
Medical, Agricultural, and Veterinary Entomology in Gainesville, Florida



Events

 CoLab

 Exhibits and tours

 Student art show

 Movie Screening and panel discussion



CoLAB Planning Series® (Collaborating 

with Strangers)



CoLAB Planning Series® (Collaborating 

with Strangers)



Library Exhibits



Student Art Show



Student Art Show



Film Screening

Film Discussion Panel:

 Jim Liversidge, Curator of the Popular Culture 
Collections, Department of Special and Area 
Studies Collections, University of Florida George 
A. Smathers Libraries

 Nina Stoyan Rosenzweig, History of Health, 
Archivist and Historian, Health Science Center 
Library

 Jeanne Ewert, Film Studies, English and 
American Literature,  University of Florida 
George A. Smathers Libraries

 Kelley Sams, Medical Anthropology, Visiting 
Research Faculty, Center for the Arts in 
Medicine

1938



Lessons learned

 Choose a topic well covered by collections 

and socially/medically relevant and important

 Think broadly about individuals and groups 

whose work intersects with the topic

 Consult early with all potentially involved units

 Consider any groups who may have been 

missed

 Consider internal and external sources of 

funding

 Look for connections based on STEAM-

science and arts/humanities 

 Bringing together disparate groups generates 

creative interchanges

 Find activities promoting conversation among 

attendees

 Search for means to advertise and highlight 

archival collections



Symposium legacy

 Attention to libraries

 Interdisciplinary connections

 Successful- led to plans for series of 

symposia

 Topic promoted ongoing global explorations: 

Africa and its science
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