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What is Tumblr? 

 Microblogging platform with a unique format. 
 Probably less popular than other microblogging 

formats, such as Tumblr, or other social media, 
such as Facebook 

 Incorporates both aspects, making it attractive to 
librarians in particular 

 Interconnectivity 
 Tags, following users, messaging 

 Allows sharing of content while preserving the 
original source in the “notes” (as opposed to 
hyperlinking in news pages or traditional blogs) 









Why Tumblr? 

 Flexibility and 
interconnectedness 

 Providing access to 
original content to a 
far wider audience 
than traditional 
university department 
blogs 

 Outlet of natural 
creativity (think of the 
work by Dan Pink) 

University of Iowa 
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Archives Tumblr 



 Allows librarians to  pass along news stories or 
other relevant information, such as job ads or 
conference presentations  











Simply show up and participate! 





 USF credited at the 
bottom of notes 

 Allows users to find 
their way back to the 
original source  
 (unless the item is 

saved and re-posted 
by someone else, 
which is considered 
bad form) 



It's fun! 







Institutions on Tumblr 

 Most of the top 
Tumblarian blogs are 
individuals, but some 
institutions have had 
their blogs go viral  

 Posts by institutions 
can be reblogged by 
their librarians on 
their personal 
accounts 

 Overlapping 
communities 



 Ability to reblog and tag posts allows users to share 
institution's materials with wider audiences 



 University of Iowa 
Special Collections & 
Archives 

 Named “New and 
Notable” by Tumblr, 2013 

 Maintain several 
alternate blogs:  

 Hevelin Science Fiction 
Collection: 
@hevelincollection 

 Map Collection: 
@uimapcoll 

 Iowa Women's Archives: 
@iowawomensarchives 
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